GUIDELINES FOR LEGAL
TRANSFORMATION TO
ENHANCE ECOSAN



VWaterand sanitation intViexice

/3% Off Waters' are; pollutea
770 sanitation coverage; in urban: areas
59% Sanitation coverage; in rural aneas

80% of the people live,where; 20%; of Water'is
available

102 aguifiers overexploited - out off 653

3 levels off government: fiederal, state and
municipal

3 term year period off municipalities




Viexican Laws and the
ERVvireRment

Incorpoerates the need te prevent pellution

Planning must respect envirenmental use
and conservation

l0 conserve andl protect the envirenment
Polltter pays principle is applicable

Regulations prescribe; the need for Water
treatment befere residualfwaters are
discharged to water' bodies



Legal obstacles o Ecosan
ImpIEmEnAGH

Permits discharges withithe payment of a duty,

Conventional sanitationrisigenerally: theronly:
type acknewledgea

Excreta and Urine are Seen as Wastes to be
diSposed of

Limited recegnition of Ecesan In'some state and
MURICIPalFNerms

Contradiction between diffierent levels of
iegulation



e need o) change the rational ofi
e Law

Legali reform must be viewediwithin a paradigm
SHIft

Conventional scenario
Current trendk: $1.3,200 MP needed per vear
Desirable: $29,000 MP needed per year:

Mexican Government's investments in the Water
sector: $7,800 MP’in 1999: $9,995 MP:in 2000



Imporant elements ierlegall refonm

I Gaining legaliieethoeld

2. Emphasising rulesithat assignrights and
ebligations

51 Coupling legalf change withr institutional
eform

4 Tackling nen-compliance



Gainingliegaliieeihola

Legal’ recognition: requires; minimal
definition of Ecosan in the nerms

IHow: sheuld Ecosan be; regulated?

Inclusions off basic Ecosan elements,
Systems and processes: must be
dcknowledged



Galnngelegalfiostneld

It 1S fundamental tor Identify key: norms that
must be refermed or created and' start
translating Ecosan concepts intera juridical
anguage

Legallissues must be dealth with firom: the
pedinning and not at the, enadl of the proceSS

Concurrent and confiictive jurisdictions must e
addressed beforehand




Coupling legalichange with
stittinenalEeionm

Mainstreaming Ecosan requiress strendland
efficient: institutions.

It 1S net sormuch abeut making new
iegulations. Itlisi more; about building new
Institutional arrangements at the diffierent
levelsioff government



Bullding new instittienal
AliidNEEMENLS

Separation ofi political andfadministrative
ISSUES

Inclusion: off different partnership ScAemes

Including herizentalfand Vertical mix of
stakeholders invelved in Ecosan system
Implementation




IAcKIING NeRECOmpPliance

lihere s al strongl dichotemy: between fermal
lawW’and practice

[LaW! enforCEMERL IS VERY Weak

Changing the paradigm: means relying on a
strong commitment off seli-compliance

Buttem-up;: participatory’ Iegall construction: is
equired

Legal empowerment: ofi the community. in the
protection off the, common geods



Areas;oflireguiation

Healtis Collection, transport, reuse
Waters Confrenting Ssanitation paradigms
SOIlk Applications Inragriculture

Urbanr Developments Housing regulations
Al Gasiemissions

ECOROMIC AR iscalNawst IRCERIVES
Procedural norms: Better enforcement




Conclusions

It 1S fftindamental te; Work mere strongly in
the legal-institutional field torupscale
ECosan

It IS a key: issue to identify: where andhow
Ecosan must gain legal foethold

Specific;guidelines fer legal transfermation
Under the stated parameters could
strongly. help ECosan pursuers



